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Drawing & Painting HAIR 
Images from ProkoTV.com (Stan Prokopenko) 

 
 

NOT THIS…or    Spaghetti Hair... think in volume & mass, lay in shadows  consistent with shape of head 

  
 
 
Think of sections of hair like volumes and not strands. like a ribbon with shadow, halftone & highlight. 

 
It doesn’t look like hair but it does look 3 dimensional. 
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To make it look like hair add 4th element, TEXTURE.  

 
Include stray strands that break of the edge between background and head.  

 
Watch edges, places where hair connects to skin. Should not be outlined but should have gradations. Or it will 

look like a wig or clip on beard. 

 



 3 

Start with major shapes & rhythms      Then separate the light from shadow focusing on the design & shapes 

 
Add dark accents in shadowed area & gradations between light & dark. Will begin to look 3 dimensional  

 
 

NOTICE that drawing the STRANDS is in the last step, NOT the first! 

 
 
 



 4 

From Helen Van Wyk’s book “Welcome to My Studio” page 120 

 
 
 


